
Katy Felkner, a Ph.D. student in
computer science, developed a

benchmark for measuring bias in
AI called Felkner. In project

research, a popular model called
BERT showed high levels of

homophobic bias according to
the Felkner benchmark.  It

predicts the usage of
heteronormativity 74% of the

time instead of queer inclusion. 
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The Felkner benchmark let researchers
know to retrain BERT and fed the model
more queer content bringing the bias
score from 74% to 55%. Bias benchmarks
will help change large AI languages by
bringing awareness to these researchers
to train these models for the better not
only for homophobia bias but for racism,
ableism, and more. 

Felkner

Language models analyze
bodies of text data to provide

word predictions in
sentences, using the internet
to train them. Because this is

derived from the internet, AIs
are starting to adopt hate
speech of all kinds such as

anti-queer bias.


